
 

 

Community Relations Report to the AGM 
October 6, 2020 

1. General: Connecting with people and organisations has been limited this summer.  Not surprisingly, we 
have had no enquiries about Block Parties.  The Babysitting Registry has not been maintained. 

2. Schools: Our schools have been working hard to prepare for the students’ return.  Concern for their health 
and safety and that of the staff means everyone has many new procedures and protocols to develop and 
implement.  We have sent a message to each of the schools requesting an opportunity to bring each other 
up to date.  We will connect more with them when the situation is more settled. 
2.1. Queen Elizabeth School has good news and not-so-good news.  The good news is that B.J. Harris, 

who was the Band teacher for several schools, has been assigned to QE as the Arts Education 
teacher. 
As for the other news, the enrolment of students coming to the school is down and it is difficult to 
know how many are just taking online courses for the interim. 

2.2. St. Frances Cree Bilingual School has been funded for a new school facility re-uniting the current two 
campuses at the former location of Sion Middle School.  We are happy that the staff and students will 
soon (2023) have a much better facility.  However, we are concerned about the fate of the current 
building. 
Enrolment is down as some families have returned to their home communities to reduce the risk of 
exposure.  The land-based learning programs of the Board are well suited to the new circumstances.  
Although the ITEP partnership with the College of Education has been limited by the absence of 
students, that with the College of Nursing will return. 

2.3. Carla was unable to continue as School Liaison for Aden Bowman because of work commitments.  
Paul Humbert, who had been Principal for the past few years retired and left the province.  The former 
Vice Principal, Marnie Ross, has been appointed to that post. 
Only 44 of the 860 students have opted for online learning.  To reduce contacts, the two semesters 
have been revised to five semesters with only two classes per day. 
The SCC has sponsored mental health supports, including mental health awareness days with a 
keynote speaker. 

2.4. Enrolment at Riverside Christian School is down from 51 to 47 with some choosing to stay at home. 
The virtual graduation had the students recorded crossing the stage at school and the recording 
played for the families. 
Withing restrictions, school life is as normal as possible with events like the Terry Fox Run and 
Orange Shirt Day. 

2.5. We welcomed Adele, who has volunteered to serve as School Liaison with Pavillion Monique 
Rouseau.  Adele has been a Board member and is the Bolly Moves guide.  She is looking forward to 
using her French language to serve Your Community. 
Procedures at Pavillion Monique Rouseau are typical of all schools.  Masks are mandatory to 
circulate, all recess is staggered, the school yard is divided into zones, all common equipment is 
disinfected, all the desks are one behind the other, the temperature is taken of anyone who enters the 
school, an isolation room has been set up with clear procedures. 
Where the 2 m of distance between the pupils is not possible, given the numbers, masks are 
obligatory in the grades 4 to 6. 

  



 
 

3. Churches: In the past, we have talked about the seven churches in the community.  A closer look reveals 
that there are, in fact, nine.  Other than the exchange of a few newsletters, we have not communicated 
much with most of the churches over the past several months.  We appreciate that they are encountering 
obstacles like the rest of us.  We have sent a message to each of them requesting an opportunity to bring 
each other up to date.  We will continue to reach out. 
3.1. Our relationship with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church has been growing.  In-person and telephone 

discussions have led to a better understanding of each other’s situation and potential for cooperation. 

4. Community Gardens: We remind residents that, although the gardens are not QEXCA projects, we 
support and promote them. 
4.1. Moving the Aden Bowman Garden closer to the school delayed the season a bit.  The supervised 

schedule, with its required precautions, has been successful because of a great deal of cooperation 
between the gardeners. 

4.2. Queen Elizabeth gardeners did not feel they could meet the expectations of the pandemic 
precautions.  So, this season, one of the volunteers maintained the plots by planting, and harvesting, 
root vegetables for the school families, as needed. 

5. Library: Currently no programs are being physically held in Library facilities. Staff are directing people to 
the website for online programming.  Some interactive outdoor programs have been established in the city.  
The J.S. Wood Branch reopened on Mon. Sep. 21 with reasonably steady traffic, given the limited capacity, 
limited services and a requirement to wear a mask. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Communication Committee 

Bob McNaughton 
Audrey Adele-Rose 


