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Theatre in the Park 

For SUM Theatre’s 12th season of Theatre in the Park, come on a journey through the online 
world, in search of Validation and Friends who make us feel real.  This year's story, “The 
Reel Whirled”, is about balancing our lives online and offline, and the pressures of living up to 
our digital identities. 

The Reel Whirled is an original production, created by the Sum Theatre ensemble, 
offered, free of charge in neighbourhood parks around Saskatchewan in May and June.  
As always, the production is created in response to current issues.  It’s a fun and thought-
provoking performance for people of all ages.  Catchy original music and colourful sets, 
props and costumes bring these stories to life. 

This year, QEXCA will host SUM Theatre’s presentation in W.W. Ashley Park on 
Friday evening, May 24th. 

Leadership 2023 – 24 
President Lauren Wakelam 
Past President Bob McNaughton 
Secretary Janet Pearce 
Treasurer Dwight Doering 

Directors 
Ashley Goy Volunteers 
Dustin Harrison Director-at-Large 
Monique Lischka Theatre in the Park 
Josh Remai Rink Operations 
Wesley Wizniuk Indoor Programs 

Coordinators and Liaisons 
Tanbir Chahal Social Media Coord. 
Karla Combres School Liaison 
Sherry Gore Church Liaison 
Mike Pearce School Liaison 
Rebecca Ridsdale Ski Trail Coordinator 
Justin Smart Rinks Coordinator 
Crystal Touet  Indoor Programs Coord. 
Lisa Kozmyk School Liaison 
Jorden Whitenect Website Coordinator 

Some Early History of the Exhibition Neighbourhood 

In 1884, a recent arrival to Saskatoon, named Robert Clarke, had the 
dubious honour of becoming the first official resident of what is now the 
Exhibition neighbourhood when he died after helping fight a grass fire.  The 
spot overlooking the river where he was buried became the Nutana Pioneer 
Cemetery. 

A later arrival to the cemetery was Nevil Pendygrasse, who fell from the ferry 
in 1887 and drowned.  His mother, Sarah, arrived in Saskatoon only just a 
couple weeks later.  She took out a homestead in the quarter section just 
north of the cemetery, building her log house on the corner of what is now St. 
Henry and Isabella, just a short walk down the trail to where her son still lies. 

In 1907, developers bought up this area, surveyed it into streets and lots, and 
marketed it as the “Bellevue Addition.”  In 1909, the Saskatoon Exhibition 
moved to its present location at the south end of Lorne Street.  Streetcar 
tracks were laid down Lorne to Ruth in 1912, to connect it with the rest of the 
city.  But it was the construction of the CNR’s South Nutana Yards, on the 
other side of Lorne from the Exhibition, that really brought people into the 
area as men employed there looked for homes nearby. 

“It was a great place to grow up,” one resident recalled of living on Coy 
Avenue in the 1940s and ‘50s.  “We had the riverbank, and the railway 
bridge, and the river itself.  Lots of sandbars there to swim off of, and the 
sandhills across the river as well.”  In the winter, they tobogganed and skied 
at places like “Tyson’s Hill” – a steep bit of bank just south of Taylor Street.  
They sometimes skated on the river, back when it still froze solid before the 
Queen Elizabeth Power Plant was built.  Winter also meant watching Arctic 
Ice crews harvest ice blocks off the river and, in spring, lining the bank to 
watch the ice break up. 

Continued on page 4 

Your Community Association meets 
quarterly, at 7:00 p.m., 
usually on the first Tuesday of September, 
December, March and June. 
These meetings are open to all residents of 
Your Community and school families. 
(qexca.ca/governance/) 
The next Community Meeting 
(qexca.ca/community-meeting/) will be Tue. 
June 4, at Queen Elizabeth School. 

 

https://qexca.ca/newsletter/
mailto:newsletter@qexca.ca
https://sumtheatre.com/
https://qexca.ca/governance/
https://qexca.ca/community-meeting/
https://sumtheatre.com/shows/theatre-in-the-park/
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Your Community is always looking for photos and stories for its website, newsletter and social media.  If you have a 
story or pictures to share, please, send them our way info@qexca.ca). 

 

Volunteers 
Justin Smart is the Volunteer of the Month for April 2024. 
Justin is a firefighter/paramedic with the City of Saskatoon.  
He and his wife, Jessica, have two daughters, Hila and 
Margot, who fill their schedule with gymnastics, baseball, 
and endless outdoor activities.   
His time with QEXCA started when he volunteered to 
change the school message board and he met President 
(at the time) Bob, who invited him to QEXCA's AGM later 
that month.  Since then, he’s become the "Sign Guy" for 
both sides of the Queen Elizabeth message board and 
started to help coordinate the two rinks in our community. 

 
He's looking forward to the upcoming year, time to put 
away the winter bike and bust out the road and mountain 
bike! 
"There's no bad weather, only bad clothing!" 
Many thanks for all your hard work, Justin. 
 *************************************************************************************************************** 

Share Your Skills and Talents 
Community Association volunteers make Your Community 
an even better place to live! 
There are many ways you can volunteer – for even an hour 
or two: 

• help keep us in touch with the community gardens 

• help maintain our mailing list 

• help to plan and organise our indoor programs 
(sports, fitness or arts) for children or seniors 

• help to maintain our social media or produce our 
newsletter. 

Right now, we are looking for help with 
Theatre In The Park:  
Community Yard Sale and 
Summer Cleanup 

Visit the website (qexca.ca/volunteers/) or contact us at 
volunteers@qexca.ca to find out how you can take action to 
improve life in Your Community! 

It’s Your Community 

The March meeting, with the City’s representatives to discuss 
the safety-related recommendations of the Queen Elizabeth & 
Exhibition Local Area Plan, was postponed because of the 
poor weather and road conditions.  We rescheduled the 
meeting to Tuesday, March 19, 7:00 p.m. at Queen Elizabeth 
School.  We hope the City staff will be joining us in June. 
Please check our website and social media for updates. 

Indoor Programs 
Pickleball and the free Tiny Tots Soccer programs were at 
capacity for the Winter Session.  Badminton is doing well too.  
The others; Yoga, Zumba and Strong, had just a minimum 
participation. 
The School Board cancelled a number of class times.  We 
hope to schedule some make-up classes in March. 
If there are programs you would like included in the Fall 2024 
schedule, for preschoolers, children , youth, adults or seniors 
– fitness, arts, STEM or sports, especially if you can 
recommend an instructor, please, let the Programs Team 
know at programs@qexca.ca. 

Rinks 
Warm weather continued to be a challenge for having 
consistent ice but the crews persevered through to the 
beginning of March. 
We are hoping to replace the QE rink shack this year.  We are 
looking for people who can volunteer their time to help with 
fundraising, sourcing materials, advertising, etc.  Consider 
offering your time, talent and resources to this exciting project. 

Ski Trail 
Unfortunately, the Ashley Park trail proved to be too short to 
be useful and was ruined by the snow-clearing of the walkway 
and the pedestrian traffic accessing the toboggan hill into the 
bowl.  We are considering our options for the future, including 
returning to Weaver Park, promoting the Diefenbaker Park trail 
and perhaps Exhibition Park. 

Continued on page 3 

Saskatchewan Seniors Fitness Association 
Co-ed Slo-pitch League 

Enjoy fellowship in a fun environment while being physically 
active.  Why not try out the 55+ Slo-pitch League? 

The league runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays from May to 
September and will only cost you $30.  SSFA is open to 
women 50+ and men 55+.  All equipment is provided. 

Contact Terry Down at ssfaball4@gmail.com for registration 
information. 

What’s Happening at the Brownfield site? 

Remediation of the ground has begun.  It’s a long slow 
process.  In the meantime … 

Dave and Rick are planning to open the Tiger! Tiger! Ice 
Cream Shack 7 days a week beginning the second weekend 
of May with some seating for customers. 

There will be a tent to accommodate some farmer's market 
vendors on Saturday and, one Friday evening each month, 
they hope to have “some animation” to add some interest in 
the location. 

During the Foodtruck Wars Festival (July 26 & 27), they will 
be inviting some food trucks to the Broadway site. 

mailto:info@qexca.ca
https://qexca.ca/volunteers/
https://qexca.ca/volunteers/
mailto:volunteers@qexca.ca
https://qexca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Justin-Smart-scaled.jpg
https://qexca.ca/qexca-programs/
mailto:programs@qexca.ca
https://qexca.ca/rinks/
https://qexca.ca/ski/
ssfaball4@gmail.com
https://qexca.ca/the-brownfield-at-broadway-and-taylor/
https://www.src.sk.ca/services/environmental-remediation?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwPrqoqTFhQMVdwqtBh3IMQRZEAMYASAAEgJUnvD_BwE
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Connect with us: 

info@qexca.ca  qexca qexca_yxe/ qexca qexca.ca 

 or by postal mail, c/o Queen Elizabeth School, 1905 Eastlake Ave., Saskatoon SK  S7J 0W9. 

We welcome your questions and suggestions. 

To subscribe to our mailing list, contact us by email. 

 

It’s Your Community 
WinterFest 
This year’s event took place on Friday, February 23rd and Saturday, February 24th. Friday’s shinny game brought out a few 
community members, although the warm weather had begun to melt the ice. 
One of our volunteers flooded the ice on Friday, which ensured that we had ice for Saturday.  Saturday’s festivities brought 
out around 20 community members. While some people skated, or learned to skate, others enjoyed a hot dog around the fire 
and listened to our musical guest, Theresa Sokryka. 

Schools The dispute between the STF and the Province has disrupted our communication with the Community Councils and 
with administrative staff. 
Aden Bowman 
SCC meetings have been cancelled because of the job action. 
Monique Rousseau 
SUM Theatre presented a "Theatre on the Rink" presentation on the school’s rink at the end of January.  They rehearsed on 
Achs rink before open night.  (See the post on our Facebook.) 
Queen Elizabeth 
The SCC received a grant for the community garden. 
Riverside 
Wednesday April 24, the school will host an Open House from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This will be a great opportunity to learn 
about this neighbourhood school. 
St. Frances 
A new art therapy program has been instituted.  It is an eight-week program to help grade five students with their coping skills. 
The partnership with U of S continues with four student nurses at each campus.  The STC Health Bus is back to provide 
mostly dental services.  The Salvation Army is providing families, living in hotels, with weekly food hampers. 
Current enrolment at St. Frances is 438. 

Churches 
Sherry has been promoting Your Community Association with all eleven faith communities.  She still has no contact info for 
New Beginnings Assembly on Clarence Ave. 

Community Gardens 
QE will be adding several new raised bed ½ plots to the existing eight full plots.  One or two of the new plots will be planted 
with perennial flowers to encourage pollinators.  The $700 grant will be used to top everything up with soil and compost prior 
to spring planting. 
ABCI 
The coordination of the Bowman garden is uncertain in light of potential job action, as Tara Dean is a teacher at the school 
and the garden might be seen as an extra-curricular activity. 

City of Saskatoon 
We attended the Ward 6 meeting of Community Associations in February to hear the implications of Federal "Housing 
Accelerator Fund" money for housing.  Saskatoon will receive $41.3 million to help create 940 new units, primarily along bus 
rapid transit routes.  Cynthia was concerned for the character of "heritage' neighbourhoods like Haultain.  There might be less 
impact on QE and Exhibition. 
 

Your Representatives on City Council 

   

 Cynthia Block, Ward 6 Mairin Loewen Ward 7 
 (includes Haultain neighbourhood) (includes QE and Exhibition neighbourhoods) 
 Visit her website cynthiablockward6.com Visit her website mairinloewen.ca 

mailto:info@qexca.ca
https://www.facebook.com/qexca
https://www.instagram.com/qexca_yxe/
https://twitter.com/qexca
https://qexca.ca/
mailto:info@qexca.ca
mailto:info@qexca.ca
https://www.facebook.com/qexca.saskatoon/
https://www.instagram.com/qexca_yxe/
https://qexca.ca/
https://qexca.ca/winterfest/
https://qexca.ca/schools/
https://sumtheatre.com/shows/theatre-on-the-rink/
https://www.facebook.com/qexca
http://www.riversidechristianschool.ca/openhouse
https://qexca.ca/churches/
https://qexca.ca/gardens/
https://www.saskatoon.ca/business-development/planning/programs-projects/housing-accelerator-fund-action-plan
https://www.saskatoon.ca/business-development/planning/programs-projects/housing-accelerator-fund-action-plan
https://www.cynthiablockward6.com/
http://mairinloewen.ca/
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Spring is the time of plans and projects. 

         

         

       

Ads in this newsletter are supplied by third parties.  The QEXCA is grateful for the support of the advertisers and urges readers to show their 
appreciation.  However, the QEXCA does not endorse or recommend any advertised product or service. 

Some Early History of the Exhibition Neighbourhood (cont’d) 
The Exhibition was a huge draw, and for many, it was the presence of the army base there during the war that was most 
exciting.  “A lot of our fathers served during the war,” the resident recalled, remembering the excitement of their return and the 
sad face of a girl in his class whose father never came back.  When the Saskatoon Light Infantry came home in the fall of 
1945, “the train stopped at the Exhibition so the men could meet their families first, then get cleaned up before going on to the 
downtown station where they got off and paraded down 21st Street.” 

Speaking of trains, older boys from the neighbourhood sometimes hitched rides on slow-moving trains coming in from 
downtown.  It was a quick way to get home, but not so good if you got caught!  

For a few years starting in 1946, there was a commercial toboggan slide on the riverbank just past Taylor Street.  It had two 
steep, 500-foot, runs, lit by strings of coloured lights and crossing each other at a viaduct.  Built by a group of returned 
soldiers on land leased from the city, it was open evenings and weekends and cost 50 cents per hour for adults, 35 cents for 
students and 25 cents for children (accompanied by adults). 

It opened late in 1946 and was immensely popular.  But it closed abruptly in January of 1950, when four teenagers were 
severely injured by a broken wooden guide rail sticking out into the track. Thanks in part to the quick work of several student 
nurses who were there, all four teenagers survived. Two of them were impaled together by the broken rail which had to be 
sawed in half before they could be put into ambulances and transported to hospital. 

© City of Saskatoon Archives – Courtesy Jeff O’Brien, City Archivist 

Read more online: https://qexca.ca/heritage/ 

https://www.counterfeitprinting.ca/
https://mattlovemla.ca/
https://www.ndpcaucus.sk.ca/erikaritchie
https://www.boydautobody.com/locations/saskatoon-nutana-sk
http://kevinwaugh.ca/
https://www.varsitydentalsaskatoon.ca/
https://www.saskatoon.ca/community-culture-heritage/saskatoon-history-archives/archives
https://qexca.ca/heritage/
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